PRESERVING
the Past

IGNITING
EDUCATION FOR

the Future

The Dallas Firefighter’s Museum has become an effective and respected
educator of firefighting history, as well as fire and injury prevention.
We write to seek your help for the start of our Phase II Capital Campaign which will provide the community
with a renovated interior of the Dallas Firefighter’s Museum including the additional education resources
and exhibits to include All-Hazards Life Safety into our current educational curriculum. The Museum recently
completed a Phase I Capital Campaign for the exterior of the building restoring the building back to the
existing exterior of 1907. Once this Phase I was completed, the Board took the time to prepare, research, and
plan for the Phase II interior renovation. Now the time has come to enter into Phase II of the Capital Campaign
– Preserving the Past and Igniting Education for the Future.
Before approaching our community, the Dallas Firefighter’s Museum Board has all contributed or pledged
support. With the help of our Capital Campaign Committee, chaired by Sherwood Blount, and with the
assistance from our Board of Directors and community, we are poised for success for Phase II of our campaign.
Now, let me explain why we are asking for you to help us make this campaign the success it needs to be for
the Museum to continue to develop as a leader in the community for historical, fire prevention and all-hazards
life safety education. The Dallas Firefighter’s Museum opened on September 13, 1971 to honor those who have
given their lives keeping Dallas safe. The nonprofit Museum is funded by Dallas Fire-Rescue (DFR) members
and Retired Firefighters through payroll/pension deductions and a low-cost admission charge at the door.
The Museum is located at Fire Station No. 5 and has seen a lot of Dallas history in the more than 100 years it
has stood on Parry Avenue across from Fair Park. But the station, which houses the Museum, needs work to
bring it into the 21st century.
The Board researched and planned for several years before launching the interior phase of the Capital
Campaign to ensure that we understood the needs, the educational components, and the exhibits to bring
to the community. The leading cause of residential fire-related death and injury among children age nine
and under is carelessness. Every day, 300 children ages zero to 19 are treated in emergency rooms for burnrelated injuries.

“OUR HEROES
are those who risk their lives every day to protect our great city
and make it a better place – one group of daily heroes are our

With our Capital Campaign Phase II now underway to raise $10 million to renovate the interior of the historic
museum, we are hoping to modernize the interior with historic and educational exhibits. By changing the
interior footprint, the Museum simultaneously will lay the foundation for expanded outreach to thousands of
school children annually. Through a unique partnership with the DFR educators, the Capital Campaign will
create a new educational center which will give thousands more children a unique learning opportunity.
The Educational Center will feature hands-on exhibits, an interactive theatre, antique equipment, and a
life-sized room complete with beds and fire poles replicating how early firefighters lived and worked at the
station. It will also cover other hazards such as choking and suffocation, trips and falls, pedestrian and bicycle
safety, hygiene, and more. Please join us on this journey to educate the children and families in our community.

Sincerely,

firefighters. We are proud to partner and support the Dallas
Firefighter’s Museum as they work to increase fire prevention,
fire protection, and all-hazards life safety in our community
while honoring the legacy of our heroes’ service to Dallas.

- Ross Perot Jr., Sarah and Ross Perot Jr Foundation

”

Trixie G. Lohrke					
Sherwood E. Blount, Jr.
Museum President					Capital Campaign Chair
Battalion Chief, 8B (Ret.) Dallas Fire-Rescue 		
Honorary Chief, Dallas Fire-Rescue

The Dallas Firefighter’s
Museum was established
on August 28, 1970. The
Museum is housed in Fire
Station No. 5, built in 1907
and located across from
the State Fair of Texas
Fairgrounds. Fire Station
No. 5 served the city of
Dallas with distinction for
more than a century.
The Dallas Firefighter’s Museum
has been providing fire prevention,
protection, and all-hazards life
safety educational programs to
children and families for many
years. It serves over 30,000
people annually. Many are local
visitors, while others are students
who are introduced to the allhazards life safety curriculum
by retired firefighters and Dallas
Fire-Rescue volunteers who visit
local schools.

Retired firefighters serve as
docents, giving tours and
educating visitors on fire
prevention and all-hazards life
safety. The Museum preserves
the history of firefighting by
displaying restored fire engines
and vintage tools, uniforms
and badges, apparatus, and
memorabilia. Historic photos
and stories honor fallen Dallas
Fire-Rescue heroes and preserve
our local firefighting heritage.

OUR HISTORY
“One could be forgiven for imagining that a fire
museum is a mere repository for antique tools and
equipment, as many museums unfortunately are, but
the Dallas Firefighter’s Museum is something entirely
different. We are the chroniclers of heroic deeds,
guardians of fire department history, evangelists for
all-hazards safety, and perhaps most importantly, we
are storytellers. We tell true stories that

bring the past to life in order to both
educate and entertain our guests. It is
through our stories that we bring joy to the hearts of
the young and old alike. “ - Chuck Hampton, Battalion Chief 5A, DFR (Retired)

Our Mission

The mission of the Dallas
Firefighter’s Museum is to
collect, preserve, and present
the history and cultural heritage
of the fire service of Dallas and
to provide fire prevention and
safety education to the public,
especially children.

In the State of Texas, a fire occurs

every seven minutes.
Dallas County & National Statistics

Residential structure fires were
responsible for 65% of the reported
fire-related civilian deaths.
Each year, nearly 488 children ages
14 and under die in home fires, and
another 116,600 children are injured from
a fire/burn related incident.
The cooking area was identified as
the most frequent area of origin in
residential structure fires again this year.
Research demonstrates that groups at
most risk for fire-related injuries and
death are children who are younger
than five years of age, living in
poverty.

Nationwide, fires and burn injuries were
the fourth leading cause of unintentional
injury and death for children ages
one to four, and the third leading cause of
unintentional injury and death for children ages
five to nine years old. Children’s death rate is
nearly twice the national average.
Another danger related to home fires, heating
of homes, and exposure to toxic gases is
carbon monoxide poisoning. We saw this
firsthand, recently in Texas, in large numbers
during the 2020 winter storm.

OUR PROGRAMS
“As a respected leader in the community
for Fire Safety and Prevention, the Dallas
Firefighter’s Museum is positioned to stand
as the preeminent educator for children and
families in our community.” - Sherwood Blount, Capital Campaign Chair
Through the Capital Campaign, the Museum will be reimagining fire prevention, safety, and all-hazards life safety
education to fit the modern child and family. The Educational Center will feature hands-on exhibits, an interactive
theatre, antique equipment, and a life-sized room complete with beds and fire poles, replicating how early firefighters
lived and worked at the station. It will also cover life hazards, such as choking and suffocation, carbon monoxide, trips
and falls, pedestrian, car and bicycle safety, hygiene, and more.
Educating early is the key, and we achieve this through a curriculum that is focused within the Museum, in the
classroom, and at home. The Dallas Firefighter’s Museum focuses on children in kindergarten through 5th grade.

$280 million in property is destroyed
according to the U.S. Fire Administration.
Most fires that are started by children are
set by preschoolers and kindergartners,
so early education on fire safety is key.
The Dallas Firefighter’s Museum focuses on
children in kindergarten through 5th grade.

Learning for the Future
“The Dallas Firefighter’s Museum has become
an effective and respected educator of
firefighting history, as well as fire prevention
and injury. By changing the interior footprint,
the Museum simultaneously will lay the
foundation for expanded outreach to thousands
of schoolchildren annually. Through a unique
partnership with the DFR educators, the Capital
Campaign will create a new educational center
that will give thousands of more children a
unique learning opportunity.”

Trixie Lohrke, Board President for the Museum
and Battalion Chief for Dallas Fire-Rescue

Through our educational programs, Kindergarten through 5th grade children will:
Learn about 911 and other emergency
services. They will also learn important
aspects for their age level for fire prevention,
protection and all-hazards life safety.
Study motor vehicle and pedestrian safety.
They will also learn about emergency vehicle
safety, obeying traffic signs and signals.
Study fire safety and burn prevention during
their visit. Children will also practice escaping
from the window of a smoke-filled bedroom.

Learn about bicycle and pedestrian safety
during their visit.
Learn about severe weather and disaster
preparedness during their visit. After a
simulated severe weather emergency, children
will seek shelter from an approaching tornado
and practice assembling an emergency
preparedness bag.
Study home and life safety during their visit.
They will also learn about hazards in the home
and ways to keep safe while home alone.

First Floor

With our Capital Campaign Phase II now underway to renovate the
interior of the historic museum, we are focused on modernizing
the interior with historic and educational exhibits. We have
partnered with Good, Fulton, & Farrell as the lead architects,
Cymcor as our restoration consultant, Phoenix One as our general
contractor, Rise360 for our campaign management, and Museum
Arts as our lead exhibit designers. With this team in place and your
support, we will transform this Musem to be a national standard in
fire and all-hazards education.

BUILDING the future
By changing the interior footprint, the Museum simultaneously will lay the foundation for expanded outreach
to tens of thousands of school children and surrounding families annually. Through a unique partnership with
fire-trained educators, the Campaign will create a new educational center that will give thousands of children a
unique learning opportunity on the pillars of fire prevention, protection, and all-hazards life safety education.

The Educational Center will feature hands-on exhibits, an interactive theatre, antique equipment, and a lifesized room complete with beds and fire poles, replicating how early firefighters lived and worked at the station.
It will also cover other hazards, such as choking and suffocation, trips and falls, vehicular, pedestrian and
bicycle safety, hygiene, and more.

Second Floor

First Floor
Phase II Campaign
includes:
Educational Exhibits
Firemax Interactive Theatre
911 Simulator
Rescue Vehicle Simulator
Seasonal Hazards
Firefighter Play Pretend
Car Seat Safety
Scratch and Sniff Demo
Bedroom Safety
Imaginative Play Area

Call-to-Action for Service
History of Early Firefighting
Current Firefighting Techniques
Firefighters Line-of-Duty Wall
Historical Exhibits
Apparatus (five at all times)
Uniform and Badge Collection
Nozzles Collection
Early Firefighting Collection
Film and Photograph Collection
Watchbooks Collection
Historic Dormitory and Fire Pole
Toy Collection

Enhanced Features
Museum Gift Store
Landscaping
Security & Safety
Museum Lobby/Foyer
Functional and Access Needs
Elevator
Office Suite
Kitchen Galley
Storage for Rotating Exhibits
Conference/Birthday Party Room
Water Bottle Refill Station

Firefighters are

our friends.

The Dallas Firefighters are
our community leaders in
safety and have been keeping
us safe since 1872.

Executive Board
Trixie G. Lohrke, Board President
Battalion Chief 8B (Ret.), Dallas Fire-Rescue
Daniel DeYear, Board Vice President
Deputy Chief, Dallas Fire-Rescue
Ray Cherry, Board Secretary
Vice President of Sales, Dallas Security Systems
Sherwood E. Blount, Jr., Board Treasurer
President, Parkway Realtors
Chuck Hampton, Board Archivist
Battalion Chief 5A (Ret.), Dallas Fire-Rescue

Advisory Council
J.D. Travis, Head of Maintenance (Ret.),
Dallas Fire-Rescue
Joe Piper, Head of EMS Training, Dallas Fire-Rescue
John Slate, City Archivist, City of Dallas

Fire is fascinating, and scary, to kids of all
ages. Kids may be curious about fire or

Laurel Pitman, Captain, Arson, Dallas Fire-Rescue

want to emulate their parents’ behavior

Jimmy Faulkner, Fleet Services Manager (Ret.),
Dallas Fire-Rescue

with matches and lighters. But as adults

Ean Schuessler, Co-Founder, Brainfood, Inc.

and firefighters know, a single match can

Board of Directors

start a devastating home fire. For parents,
it is essential to teach children fire safety
and all-hazards life safety basics at an
early age to prevent tragedies and stay
safe. Meeting firefighters and learning
about their role in society, installing fire

David P. Allen
Firefighter (Ret.), Cedar Hill Fire Department
Rett Blankenship
Captain (Ret.), Dallas Fire-Rescue
Debbie Carlin
Assistant Chief (Ret.), Dallas Fire-Rescue

alarms, playing educational games, and

Gene Conway

practicing a fire escape plan are all ways

Kimberly L. Davies
Registered Nurse, Children’s Health at Plano

to help kids understand fire safety basics.
Learning about the dangers of fire
and other life hazards is necessary for
kids, but it doesn’t have to be scary or
overwhelming to be memorable and
have a lasting impression. Firefighters,
both active and retired, can teach kids fire
safety basics in several fun ways that they
will remember.

Cali M. Franks
Stuart Grant
Assistant Chief, Grapevine Fire Department
Don Howard
Captain (Ret.), Dallas Fire-Rescue
Debra Mullins
Section Chief (Ret.), Dallas Fire-Rescue
Marshall Pettway
Firefighter, Dallas Fire-Rescue
Brent Wise
Captain 33B, Dallas Fire-Rescue

“One step into the Dallas Firefighter’s Museum,
and you are swept back to a time when it served as the Fair Park Fire Station
from 1907 to 1975. Wonderful engines, trucks, and many other historical items
are displayed there, and I don’t know anyone, from small children to seniors,
who would not love seeing it all. As interesting as it is now, it will be even more
so as the interior renovations are completed, and additional educational areas
for teaching fire safety are developed. The goal of the educational element is
to increase children’s awareness and knowledge of fire prevention and how to
most safely react if a fire occurs. Also, a major priority is to make children feel
comfortable with firefighters, EMTs, fire trucks, fire engines, and ambulances.
The hope is that children’s fears will be allayed, and they will feel more
knowledgeable, assured, and self-confidant if ever put in a position involving
a fire or other emergency. We, at our Foundation, believe in helping the Dallas
Firefighter’s Museum attain these goals.”

Victoria Vanderslice
President, Theodore & Beulah Beasley Foundation, Inc.

